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On October 5, 2011 | met with Daniel Steward and Nicollee Gaddis of the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) at their El Centro, California field office. We discussed issues of concern they may
have with the proposed imported water pipeline alignment. The preferred alignment runs along the
western portion of the San Sebastian Marsh Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC), the West
Mesa ACEC and across BLM land holdings in western Imperial County.

BLM management guidelines allow for 1% disturbance over their area, which means they can be very
selective of the projects brought before them. In addition, they can require a 1:6 compensation on
lands disturbed. That would require the purchase of mitigation property six times larger than the area
disturbed. Some of the property managed by the BLM was donated through various non-profit
organizations. These "acquired lands" often have caveats prohibiting any other use which includes the
granting of easements over the properties. The area located between State Route 78 and Wheeler Road
in El Centro is a designated "off road" recreational area and in accordance with the Western Colorado
Routes of Travel Designation (WECOQ), the construction cannot hinder access of these "open" road areas.
This might best be mitigated by performing construction during the summer months where off-road
activity is at a minimum. Any lands that are used for military purposes must also be subject to military
approval as well as the BLM.

The preferred alignment follows the historic Juan Batista de Anza Trail which is managed by the National
Parks system. In addition, there is a high probability that the area just east of the Allegretti Farm is the
site of an ancient Native-American village. As many as 18 tribes lay claim to this historic site but to date
has not been subject to an archeological survey. The only mitigation if such a site does exist, is to
relocate the pipeline alignment. Archeological sites have also been located along the ancient Lake
Cahuilla shoreline which corresponds to the 40' above sea level contour. The mesquite forest adjacent
to the Allegretti Farm also holds potential. Cultural reporting must be performed at early stages of the
permitting process to allow for re-alignment of the route if necessary. Contractors who will be
performing these studies must be pre-approved as well as the methodology the consultant plans to
utilize.

The proposed alignment crosses the San Felipe Wash which also poses environmental concerns from the
endangered pupfish and will require a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as well as a
streambed alteration permit from the California Department of Fish and Game. Work performed in the
Flat-tailed horned lizard habitat must follow guidelines outlined in the "Flat-tailed Horned Lizard
Rangewide Management Strategy", 2003 version. As this species moves closer to the endangered
species list, the requirements will increase greatly. Biological and wildlife studies should also begin in
the early stages of the permitting process to allow for seasonal changes and to include periods of
precipitation which may not be significant in certain years.

The BLM staff suggested following a pathway where the property was already disturbed and to perform
all studies early enough to allow for design changes to be made, prior to final submittal.



