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Tasks A2 and B1 of the Borrego Springs Pipeline Feasibility Study Work Plan involve the review of a
potential pipeline route through the State Route (SR) 78 and SR 86 corridors. As part of these tasks, the
State of California Transportation Department (CalTrans) was interviewed. CalTrans maintains both of
these roadways and are the first point of contact for any pipeline placement in the road right-of-ways.
On June 30, 2011 | contacted John Markey, engineer with the permits department at the CalTrans
Region 11 office which covers San Diego and Imperial Counties.

Task A2 reviews the section of SR 78 from the southern intersection with Borrego Springs Road, east to
the Allegretti sub-basin near the unincorporated community of Ocotillo Wells. CalTrans has indicated
that since the Borrego Water District is a public agency, we could apply for an encroachment permit to
lay an underground pipeline along the two-lane highway right-of-way and that this right-of-way was
wide enough to accommodate the installation. The first step will be getting an approved environmental
document through the State clearinghouse. Once the environmental document is approved, the project
will go to the planning division and begin the encroachment permit process with plans and any special
provisions. At the time of construction, a double permit will be required, one from the contractor and
one from the water district. CalTrans will then begin the construction inspection process. All necessary
permit documents have been accumulated for the project through the CalTrans website. An
engineering contractor has been engaged to perform the detailed review of this task and will generate a
series of maps delineating obstacles associated with this route.

Task B1 reviews the section of SR 86 from the intersection of SR 78, south approximately eight miles to
the Carter Reservoir. This is a four-lane highway with a median strip in between the two directions of
traffic. According to the CalTrans contact, the right-of-way is not wide enough to lay a pipeline along
either side. They do not permit and utilities to run in between the lanes in the median strip. This
information would be considered a "fatal flaw" for a pipeline route from SR 78 to the Carter Reservoir
and therefore this portion of the project will be abandoned.



