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Minutes 
Anza Borrego Desert IRWM - Subcommittee Meeting 

9 am, April 27, 2010 
Borrego Water District Office, Borrego Springs 

 
Attendance: Staff:
    Jerry Rolwing, Operations Manager 

  Richard Williamson, General Manager 

    Wendy Quinn, Recording Secretary 
  Public:
    Carl McKenney, Canebrake Dick Seymour, Canebrake 

  Bob Calhoun, Canebrake Clark Shimeall 

    Judy Meier, Borrego Sun Jean Leetch, Canebrake 
    Brad Ray, Seley Ranches Mike Spieckerman, 
    Kathy Dice, Anza Borrego      Roadrunner Tree Farm 
         Desert State Park 

 
1. Welcome and Self Introductions 
 Rich Williamson welcomed the attendees, and those present introduced 
themselves.  Dick Seymour corrected his name in the March Minutes (Dick instead of 
Rick).  For the benefit of the new participants, Mr. Williamson explained the formation 
of the Integrated Regional Water Management Program and its goal to secure grant funds 
under Proposition 84, initially for planning efforts. 
 
2. Outreach Communication Process – review and suggest improvements 
  a. Solicit additional committee members 
  Mr. Williamson thanked the representatives of the agricultural community, 
the Canebrake Water District and the State Park for attending.   
  b. Tribes 
  Jerry Rolwing explained that there are three or four Indian tribes in the 
region who may want to participate in the IRWMP.  The State has offered to facilitate a 
meeting, and Mr. Rolwing agreed to contact the tribes and offer to make a presentation. 
  
3. Discussion Items 
  a. Potential Work Plan Projects – Changes from prior meeting 
  Mr. Williamson referred to a handout summarizing Potential Work Plan 
Projects.  He emphasized the importance of grouping the projects to enhance funding 
opportunities. 
  Kathy Dice of the Anza Borrego Desert State Park noted that the park is 
interested in water conservation projects and has grant writing resources through its 
foundation.  The Park has wells at its three major campgrounds.  Mr. Williamson asked 
her to submit a list of potential projects and perhaps a letter of support for other IRWM 
projects that benefit the Park. 
  Mr. Rolwing explained that the projects had been grouped according to the 
State guidelines.  He summarized them and noted that he would try to get our local share 
match reduced.   
  Discussion followed regarding tamarisk removal and potential cooperation 
with the State Park and the agricultural community.  
  b. Table 1 – Prioritized Projects and Benefits 
  Mr. Rolwing welcomed suggestions regarding the prioritized list of 
projects and their benefits.  Mr. Seymour recommended that water resources and water 
quality be added as benefits to Canebrake's well, storage and pipeline project.  Bob 
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Calhoun added water conservation as well.  Mr. Williamson suggested adding another 
benefit column, regional concept.  
  c. Table 2 – Work Plan Outline and Budget 
  Mr. Rolwing listed the tasks included in the work plan, noting the need to 
concentrate on Task 2 at this time (develop, maintain and enhance IRWM website and 
communication tools).  Discussion followed regarding Task 3, a GIS database, and Mr. 
Rolwing asked Ms. Dice if the Park maintains such a system.  She replied that they did, 
and will check to see if it can be shared with the IRWM Subcommittee.  She noted that 
the Ocotillo Wells State Recreation Area also has a GIS system.  Mr. Williamson will 
investigate grant opportunities for GIS development.   
  Discussion followed regarding the Alliance for Agricultural Water and 
Resource Education (AAWARE).  Mr. Williamson welcomed participation by the 
representatives of the agricultural community present today. 
  The pros and cons of water importation from Clark Lake versus 
agricultural fallowing were discussed.  Mr. Williamson pointed out that the cost would be 
comparable.  If the Clark Lake option is selected, we will only extract what can be 
recharged, and more geologic information will be required.  The decision will ultimately 
be made by the voters, since either alternative would require a bond issue. 
  Mr. Rolwing continued the task summary from Table 2.  Mr. Williamson 
reemphasized the regional aspect and welcomed letters from participants such as the 
Park, Canebrake and possibly AAWARE confirming their involvement in IRWM.    
 
4. Other 
  a. IID IRWMP meeting 
  Mr. Rolwing reported he had attended the kickoff meeting of the Imperial 
Irrigation District IRWMP.  In addition to IID, participants are the cities of Imperial, El 
Centro, Calexico and Brawley and the County of Imperial.  Approximately 70 attended 
the meeting.  It was noted that Desert Shores and Salton City were not included because 
they get their water from Coachella Water District.  They are looking at an importation 
pipeline and may cooperate with the Anza Borrego Desert IRWM. 
  b. Quality of Life meeting 
  Mr. Rolwing also attended a recent San Diego Association of 
Governments meeting on funding strategies for storm water runoff planning.  Sales tax or 
property tax increases are being considered.  Mr. Rolwing was not too supportive. 
 
 In conclusion, Mr. Williamson asked Brad Ray and Mike Spieckerman to 
investigate AAWARE or another organization which could represent the agricultural 
community on the IRWM Subcommittee.  He also requested a copy of the State Park's 
general plan and any relevant documents.  Ms. Dice noted that the State Plan is on the 
California State Parks website.  She will obtain the ABDSP documents and will 
investigate their GIS.  Mr. Williamson asked that the Park GIS staff contact Mr. Rolwing.  
Canebrake was asked to provide updates on their project development and priorities. 
 
6. Next Subcommittee meeting on May 25, 9 am, Borrego Water District 
  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.  
The next meeting of the IRWM Subcommittee will be held on May 25, 2010, at 9:00 a.m. 
at the Borrego Water District. 


