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Borrego Water District 

MINUTES 

Special Meeting of the Board of Directors 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015 

9:00 AM 

806 Palm Canyon Drive 

Borrego Springs, CA 92004 

 

I. OPENING PROCEDURES 

A. Call to Order:  President Hart called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

B. Pledge of Allegiance:  Those present stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

C. Roll Call:   Directors: Present:  President Hart, Vice-President Brecht,   

    Secretary/Treasurer Tatusko,  Delahay, Estep 

Staff:  Jerry Rolwing, General Manager 

  Wendy Quinn, Recording Secretary 

Public:  Jeannie Beck, Borrego Sun Jim Dice, UC Irvine 

  Dennis Daoust   Sicco Rood, UC Irvine 

                  D.  Approval of Agenda:  MSC: Brecht/Tatusko approving the Agenda as written. 

 E. Comments from Directors and Requests for Future Agenda Items:  None 

  F. Comments from the Public and Requests for Future Agenda Items:  None 

 

II. CURRENT BUSINESS MATTERS 

  A. Discussion and possible approval of minimal financial assistance for purchasing four 

particulate monitors for UCI Steele Bernand Anza Borrego Desert Research Center’s dust monitoring 

program for the Borrego Valley:  Jim Dice referred to the UCI Steele Bernand Anza Borrego Desert 

Research Center’s grant to locate seven weather stations in the Borrego Valley.  They are now 

considering the addition of dust monitors and have modified the locations to include one at the north end 

of Di Giorgio Road and one near the Wilcox Reservoir site.  BWD has been asked to consider a $10,000 

contribution for four of the dust monitoring stations. 

  Jerry Rolwing suggested adding a station at Beckman Wash to provide data from fallowed 

agricultural land.  In response to Mr. Rolwing’s question, Mr. Dice stated that UCI Steele Bernand would 

maintain the stations.  President Hart recommended that this be memorialized in an agreement, and 

Director Brecht added that data sharing should also be included.  Mr. Rolwing suggested recouping some 

of the money from developer fees.  MSC:  Brecht/Tatusko approving expenditure not to exceed $15,000 

for dust monitoring stations at the UCI Steele Bernand weather stations in Borrego Valley.  Mr. 

Rolwing requested a map of the station locations, and Director Brecht asked that the draft agreement be 

reviewed by the Due Diligence Committee. 

  B. Discussion of Change in Customer Class for Kennedy/Daoust landscaping meter:  Dennis 

Daoust distributed copies of his letter to the Board from last October.  He has two lots which were 

“married” by the County in 1999, with a meter on each.  The two-inch meter is used for landscape 

irrigation only, while the three-quarter-inch meter is for household water.  He understood that the two-

inch meter was classified as an irrigation meter originally and reclassified as a residential meter with the 

institution of tiered rates.  Mr. Rolwing explained that the District had always classified it as a residential 

meter, and that tiered rates have been discontinued.  Nevertheless, Mr. Daoust requested that his two-inch 

meter be classified “irrigation” so that it would be exempt from tiered rates should they be resurrected.   

  Discussion followed concerning the ramifications of granting Mr. Daoust’s request, including 

the need for County approval of a change to the BWD Administrative Code and whether there are other 

property owners with similar situations who should be included.  The matter will be on the next Agenda 

for decision, and legal advice will be obtained in the meantime.      
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  C. Discussion of ORDINANCE No. 15-01 OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

BORREGO WATER DISTRICT ESTABLISHING ADMINISTRATIVE FINES AND PENALTIES 

FOR VIOLATIONS OF DISTRICT ORDINANCES; ESTABLISHING ADMINISTRATIVE 

PROCEDURES GOVERNING THE IMPOSITION, ENFORCEMENT, COLLECTION, AND 

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW OF ADMINISTRATIVE FINES AND PENALTIES AND FOR 

VIOLATING OTHER WATER USE REGULATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS; and set a public hearing 

to consider adoption of the ordinance:  Director Brecht recommended setting the public hearing on 

Ordinance No. 15-01 for September, and President Hart asked that it be included in the next Agenda for 

action. 

  D. Discussion of ORDINANCE No. 15-02 ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS OF THE BORREGO WATER DISTRICT ESTABLISHING CONSERVATION 

ENFORCEMENT MEASURES FOR CUSTOMERS; ESTABLISHING BASE USAGE CRITERIA; 

AND PROVIDING FOR FINES AND PENALTIES FOR CUSTOMERS EXCEEDING BASE 

USAGE ALLOCATIONS; and set a public hearing to consider adoption of the ordinance:  President Hart 

announced that the draft Ordinance in today’s Board package reflects amendments proposed by Director 

Brecht and Morgan Foley.  The Board agreed to add “end use efficiency” and “conservation” to the list of 

definitions.  Possible amendments to Ordinance 90-1 were deferred to a future date. 

  E. Discussion of Executive Order B-29-15 regarding emergency twenty-five percent (25%) 

mandatory water use reductions for District total production from 2013 baseline production amid the 

current California drought including discussion of potential incentives and/or penalties to achieve water 

conservation targets by November 30, 2015:  President Hart distributed a proposed letter to large water 

users, which she had discussed with Mr. Rolwing, Mr. Foley and Director Tatusko.  The Board agreed to 

include each customer’s usage history with his/her letter.    

  F. Discussion of application process for Groundwater Sustainability Agency:  Director 

Tatusko reported that after discussions with the County and the Borrego Water Coalition, all agreed to 

submit the GSA application in September or October.  The BWC was concerned about their 

representation in meetings with the County, and Director Tatusko assured them they would be represented.  

It is contemplated that BWD and the County will be joint GSAs, with BWD taking the primary role.  Mr. 

Rolwing emphasized that wide stakeholder participation, in addition to the BWC, is important.  Director 

Brecht recommended scheduling a public hearing in September. 

  G. Discussion of potential agenda items for July 22nd board meeting:  Items for the next 

Agenda will include the Kennedy/Daoust landscaping meter, Ordinances No. 15-01 and 15-02, Executive 

Order B-29-15, the GSA application process, discussion and possible approval of Dudek’s services to 

review and amend the District’s water credit policy, discussion and possible approval of Raftelis’s 

services to develop cost sharing options for the GSP, discussion and possible approval of Dudek’s 

services to develop incentives for end use efficiency, Raftelis’s analysis of the Executive Order, review of 

Raftelis’s plans for the upcoming 218 process, revision of planning calendar to replace events associated 

with the Viking Ranch note with BBVA Compass Bank, Proposition 1 funding update, and cancellation 

of August Board meetings. 

 

III. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 Director Tatusko invited the Board’s attention to a proposed letter to the State Water Resources 

Control Board in the Board package regarding Proposition 1 funding. 

 

IV. CLOSING PROCEDURE 

 There being no further business, the Board adjourned at 10:30 a.m. The next Regular Meeting of the 

Board of Directors is scheduled for July 22nd, 2015 at the Borrego Water District.   


