
Borrego Water District 
MINUTES 

Special Meeting of the Board of Directors 
Wednesday, September 18, 2013 

9:00 AM 
806 Palm Canyon Drive 

Borrego Springs, CA 92004 
 

I. OPENING PROCEDURES 
A. Call to Order:  President Hart called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
B. Pledge of Allegiance:  Those present stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 C. Roll Call:   Directors: Present:  President Hart, Vice-President Lyle Brecht, 
                 Secretary/Treasurer Marshal Brecht, Delahay 
      Absent:  Estep   

Staff:  Jerry Rolwing, General Manager 
  Lisa Foster, McDougal Love Eckis Boehmer & Foley (via   
   teleconference, Item III only) 
  David Aladjen, Downey Brand (via teleconference, Item III only) 
  Wendy Quinn, Recording Secretary 
Public:  Joe Tatusko  Dennis Daoast  
 

  D. Approval of Agenda:  Jerry Rolwing requested that Item II.A, Discussion of CSD 
charges for Santiago Estates, be continued to next week's Board meeting.  The Due Diligence 
Committee has not yet had an opportunity to discuss it.  MSC: L.Brecht/Delahay approving the 
Agenda as amended. 
 E. Comments from Directors and Requests for Future Agenda Items:  Director Lyle 
Brecht requested that next week's Manager's Report include the status of the USGS and Bureau 
of Reclamation reports.  He also wanted to discuss the progress and plans of the Borrego Water 
Coalition. 
 F. Comments from the Public and Requests for Future Agenda Items:  Joe Tatusko 
asked Mr. Rolwing to investigate a significant water use increase at Club Circle East.  He also 
requested an update on the status of Rams Hill's right to drill its own well.  President Hart 
explained that the matter would be discussed in closed session today, and she hoped to have it on 
the public agenda in the next couple of months. 
 Dennis Daoast noted that his water rates went up 17 percent in July, and he had 
understood the increase would be 10 percent.  Mr. Rolwing explained that the District went 
through a Proposition 218 process for five years, and since the first year's increase was below the 
maximum, the increase was higher this year.  Director Lyle Brecht asked Mr. Rolwing to send 
Mr. Daoast a link to the District website for additional information, and President Hart added 
that a full Board package was available upon request. 
 
II. CURRENT BUSINESS MATTERS 
  B. Discussion and possible action of updating the Groundwater Management Plan 
moving the proposed public hearing for October 23, 2013:  Mr. Rolwing distributed information 
on the Department of Water Resources' requirements for Groundwater Management Plans.  He 
explained that the District's Plan was completed in 2002 and requires updating to include 
deadlines and procedures, bring it into compliance with the Integrated Water Management Plan, 
incorporate recent studies and expand stakeholder input through the Borrego Water Coalition.  
Discussion followed regarding the DWR requirement to complete the Plan in two years, and 
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when the two years would begin to run.  Mr. Rolwing agreed to check with DWR.  The tentative 
plan is, at next week's Board meeting, to set the public hearing for October 23.   
  Mr. Daoast expressed concern regarding the fact that the Proposition 218 public 
hearing on the rate increase was scheduled in June, when many residents were absent.  President 
Hart explained that the new Board had just taken office the prior November, and by the time they 
realized the District's dire financial situation and completed the necessary investigation and 
procedures it was necessary to act immediately to cover ongoing expenses. 
  C. Discussion of potential agenda items for September 25th board meeting:  Agenda 
items for the Regular September Board meeting will include sewer transfer from U.S. Bank to 
Palm Canyon Resort, discussion of Borrego Water Coalition progress and plans, updating the 
Groundwater Management Plan, CSD charges for Santiago Estates, report from John Peterson on 
water levels, update on UCI National Science Foundation grant, Rams Hill update if legal 
counsel concurs, and a report on the Rams Hill tank relining. 
 
III. CLOSED SESSION 
  A. Conference with Legal Counsel - Anticipated Litigation.  Significant exposure to 
litigation pursuant to paragraph 2 of subdivision (d) of Gov't Code section 54956.9.  Two cases:  
The Board adjourned to closed session at 9:55 a.m., and the open session reconvened at 11:45 
a.m.  There was no reportable action. 
 
IV. CLOSING PROCEDURE, Adjournment 
 There being no further business, the Board adjourned at 11:45 a.m. The next Regular 
Meeting of the Board of Directors is scheduled for September 25, 2013 at the Borrego Water 
District. 
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